1.25 x 107 individuals) this can be regarded as evidence that the de novo tumour originated from the patient and is therefore a metastasis of the original hepatocellular carcinoma. The alternative would be that the carcinoma had originated from the donor liver, which for statistical reasons is extremely improbable. Also biologically, the DNA profile IV would have needed to be converted into profile II, which would necessitate a series of single and multiple step mutations that has not yet been observed.
We suggest that if such questions arise after organ transplantation, STR analysis can be performed. It is also recommended that a blood drop from the donor should be made on cotton and stored over several years to serve as a control for related questions. In a case with a sex mismatched transplantation, fluorescent in situ hybridisation is an alternative method of investigation'4; however, the STR approach presented here allowed discrimination of the tumour origin independent of the sex of the donor and the recipient. thelium which was completely surrounded by lymphoid tissue composed of small lymphocytes, plasma cells, and germinal centres (figs 1 and 2). A thin band of collagen almost completely enclosed the lymphoid stroma. The remaining periphery was composed of pancreatic tissue.
Immunohistochemical staining (avidinbiotin peroxidase method) was performed on formalin fixed, paraffin embedded tissue sections using the following monoclonal antisera: AE1-AE3 (Ventana), CD20 (Epoq), and CD3 (Epoq). Appropriate positive and negative controls were run concurrently for all antibodies tested.
The squamous epithelium showed uniform positivity for cytokeratins. Diffuse reactivity for CD20 and CD3 was observed in lymphoid tissue. Awareness of this uncommon benign lesion can be helpful in the differential diagnosis of other similar appearing cystic lesions of the pancreas. The most important distinguishing aspect is the presence of lymphoid tissue which has never been described in retention cysts, congenital cysts, or dermoid cysts occurring in the pancreas.
Discussion

